
Summer Reading 

Ms. Fischer 

Our first Unit will focus on Memory, Style and Memoir Writing 

Big Questions: 

• What is memory and how does it impact and shape us as human beings? 

• How does one’s perception of past events, shape one’s understanding of the present? 

• To what extent do our families and past shape our identity?  

• To what extent do our families and past impact the relationships that we form with others and 

our environment?  

• What is the purpose of Memoir writing?  

• What does it mean to be Educated?  

For your Summer Reading, you will be reading The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls.  

• You can purchase it from Amazon or ask my previous 10th-grade students if you can purchase it 

from them. The book is also available at the Houston Public Library.  

 Important motifs/recurring ideas in The Glass Castle: 

 When a writer uses a recurring idea, image, or symbol, they are usually using that image or idea 

 to send a message about something larger than itself. As you read, be looking (and annotating) 

 for the following: 

 * The Glass Castle Appearance   * Stars 

 * Hardship  *Poverty and Perseverance * Mountain Goat  

 * Hypocrisy   * Gender Roles   * Fire  

 * Nonconformity  * Self-Sufficiency   *Daughter/Father relationships  

 Be ready to discuss themes/messages found in the work. You will have a reading check on the 

 first week back from school.   

Click on the following link and read: “Bros Before Hos”: The Guy Code  

https://terikovacs.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/bros-before-hoes-article.pdf 

 Be sure to read the biographical information to give you some context (it is included in the 

 packet).  

 

 As you read “‘Bros Before Hos’: The Guy Code,” take into consideration the behavior of Rex 

 Walls and answer the following question. How did Rex Wall’s interpretation of masculinity 

 impact his identity, family, OR interactions with the external world? Your answer should be a 

 minimum of one paragraph (topic sentence, textual evidence and commentary) You are 

 required to incorporate 3 pieces of TEXTUAL EVIDENCE.  

This will be due the first week of school. It will be a means for me to asses your current writing 

abilities, so please give it your best shot!   

https://terikovacs.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/bros-before-hoes-article.pdf

